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Sonata in C Major, Hob. XVI:48 . . .................... J. Haydn
(1732-1804)
Andante con espressione
Rondo. Presto

Sonatain A Major, D.959......................... F. Schubert
(1797-1828)
Allegro
Andantino

Scherzo. Allegro vivace
Rondo. Allegretto

INTERMISSION
Sonata; Op: A% o5 en e s S P N - A. Berg
' (1885-1935)
Capriccio in F-sharp Minor, Op. 76, No. 1............. J. Brahms

(1833-1897)
Intermezzo in A Major, Op. 118, No. 2

Intermezzo in C Major, Op. 119, No. 3

By the Beautiful Blue Danube .................. A. Schulz-Evler
(Concert Arabesque on Motifs by J. Strauss, Jr.)  (1852-1905)

The use of recording or photographic devices at a concert in any auditorium at
TUSB is forbidden. Eating, drinking, or smoking at such events is also prohibited.
Attendance by children under the age of responsible behavior is discouraged.

PROGRAM NOTES

The Boesendorfer piano is named for Ignaz Boesendorfer, who founded the piano
manufacturing firm in 1828. Today the company is owned by the Kimball Corporation of
Jasper, Indiana. The pianos continue to be made near Vienna and the company,
throughout its history, has been closely connected with the musical life of that city. The
composers and works on this evening’s program represent part of the rich musical
heritage of Vienna.

The imperial city of the Habsburgs was also the capital city of music, numbering
among its citizens many of the greatest composers and performets from the eighteenth to
the twentieth centuries. One of the most revered was Joseph Haydn, the first great master
of the Viennese classical style. Always an innovator, Haydn constantly experimented with
the form of the piano sonata, writing 52 in all. The Sonata No. 48 in C Major, written in
1789, is one of nine he wrote that contain only two movements. The slow first movement is
built on one of Haydn’s favorite devices, variation technique, which he applies throughout
the movement to small fragments as well as to large sections. The second movement, .a
fast rondo, is typical of Haydn’s high-spirited finales.

Of the four great composers who represent the Viennese classical style (Haydn,
Mozart, Beethoven and Schubert), Franz Schubert was the only one born in Vienna.
Except for a few brief periods, he remained there for all .of his 31 years, barely known
outside a circle of close friends who recognized his genius. The A Major Sonata, D. 959,
like many of his works, was published only after his death, and belongs to the long list of
masterpieces Schubert wrote in his last year. The melodic inspiration of this great song
composer can be heard particularly in the themes of the second and fourth movements.
But moments like the dramatic episode in the middle of the second movement serve as a
reminder that Schubert is more than a great melodist. Throughout this nearly 40-minute
piece, he is in full command of the larger elements of dramatic tension and emotional
contrast.

Alban Berg, also a native of Vienna, belonged to what is often called the ‘Second
Viennese School’, the other members being his teacher, Arnold Schoenberg and his friend
and fellow student, Anton Webern. This school is noted for its atonal and 12-note music
which, in its radical treatment of harmony and melody started a new era in the history of
music, a revolution that occurred just as the ‘old world’ of the Habsburg Empire was
crumbling. Berg’s Sonata, Op. 1 (1907-08), his only major work for solo piano, stands just
on the brink of atonality, but still shows strong influences of Romantic composers,
especially Brahms and Wagner This rather complex one-movement work is developed
from a few cell-like motives, one of the most prominent being the rising figure of three
notes heard at the beginning.

Johannes Brahms was born in Hamburg but adopted Vienna as his home and enjoyed
there his greatest artistic successes. The short piano pieces that he composed between
1871 and 1892 join exceptional mental discipline with a personal and wide-ranging
expression. The results are gems of rare beauty - pieces that contain in their brief span a
richness of imagery and imagination.

To be Viennese is to dance! Vienna is the home of the waltz and the Strauss family
ruled the social dance life of Vienna as the Habsburgs ruled the empire. The music of the
‘‘Waltz King’’, Johann Strauss, Jr. (1825-1899), was universally known and loved.
Brahms, who wrote many fine waltzes himself, once autographed Mrs. Strauss’s fan with
the opening notes of the Blue Danube Waltz and wrote underneath: ‘‘unfortunately not by
Johannes Brahms.”’ By the Beautiful Blue Danube, probatly the most famous of Strauss’s
many waltzes, was written in 1867. The transcription by the Polish pianist, Adolph
Schulz-Evler, was made popular in the early part of this century by the Russian pianist,
Josef Lhevinne.
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