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Moderator: Daniel Cohen, Chancelor 
Indiana University at South Bend 

Douglas K. Agbetslafa 

Jack Colwell 

Rebecca Bonham 

William P, Hojanacki 

' John Smith 

Associate Professor of Economics 
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Discussion In the current presldenUal campaign 
focuses on how best to define and respond to the 
needs of the domestic economy. Secondly, the 
campaign discourse has been largely a referendum 
on President Bush's perlormance In fostertng 
economic growth and opportunity durtng his term 
In office. Thus, this year's IUSB F'ORUM hopes to 
Invoke serious discussion of these matters as the 
dlstlngulshed panelists discuss the following
topics: 

l7 What are the major Views of economic 
needs and problems facing the national 
economy? 

l7 What are the major views ofeconomic 
needs and problems facing the Michiana 
region? 

l7 What Is the role ofeconomic Issues In the 
Bush and Clinton campaign strategies? 

~ What are theviews ofeconomic needs and 
problems facing the economy as expressed 
In the Bush and Clinton campaign 
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Our democratic IIOciety and its representative 
government depend uponthe part1dpat1on ofcitizens 
who can evaluate the posatbleoutcomes ofexistingand 
proposed policy, law. and political decisions. In orderto 
do Otis, we must have sufficient information about the 
history. causes, and potential effects ofproblems and 
solutions. Too often. In the busywork-a-dayworld, we 
rely on the media or defer to theJudgments of techntcal 
experts to tell us what ts best for us and ourcommunity. 
Aa a result, wemay feel removed and detached from the 
representation ofourown Interests. We mayfeel 
tnadequatc)ylnformed by, forexample, 1Vnews"sound 
bites" or the slogans ofpersuastve campaigns. Aa 
concerned and responsible ctttzens wemust engage In 
rational and lnfonned discussion ofthe Important 
social. economic. and political challenges confronting 
us. Only through rational discussion can we make 
sound decisions which reflect our Interests as 
Individuals and as a society. To that end, the IUSB 
FORUM offers an ongolnl{ series ofsymposia on 
stgniftcant issues that affect our Michiana community. 
Each FORUM explores a differentand significant issue 
through Information offered by community leaders and 
experts followed byquestions, discussion, and debate. 
In this way, the IUSB FORUM brings us togetheras a 
community In the hopes offostering careful 
consideration ofthe choices and problems that confront 
us. 


