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MEMORIAL RESOLUTION 
LLOYD VANN SEAWELL II 

(February 9, 1930 – January 1, 2012) 
 

Professor Lloyd Vann Seawell II was born on February 9, 1930 in Fayetteville, North Carolina, 
and he passed away on January 1, 2012 in Bloomington, Indiana.  Vann (as he was 
affectionately called by his colleagues) received his BS degree from Wake Forest University 
where he was a quarterback on the football team. He received his MBA and DBA degrees from 
Indiana University in 1955 and 1958.  

 
Vann joined the Department of Accounting faculty as an assistant professor in 1958 and retired 
in 1994.  He was repeatedly recognized for teaching excellence, winning over a dozen awards 
for his efforts in the Undergraduate and MBA Programs.  He won awards from the MBA 
Association, Delta Sigma Pi, the Senior Class Council, Student Alumni Council, and others.  In 
addition to being admired for his superb teaching, he was a leader in hospital accounting and 
consequently was an invited guest speaker at numerous hospital seminars throughout his 
career.  As a long-time member of the Healthcare Financial Management Association (HFMA), 
he worked with that organization to create books and publications to help healthcare finance 
and accounting professionals.  HFMA recognizes Vann’s contributions to healthcare finance 
publishing with the annual “Helen Yerger/ L. Vann Seawell Best Article Award” for outstanding 
editorial achievement in healthcare financial management.   

 
For many years Indiana University partnered with the HFMA to present a week-long Hospital 
Financial Management program.  The program consisted of several educational class tracks to 
meet the varied needs of course participants.  The mainstay of the long-running program was 
Professor Seawell’s course on Hospital Accounting.  Participants came from all over the country 
to attend this program. 

 
Besides publishing articles in professional and academic journals, Vann Seawell’s expertise in 
healthcare finance was efficiently and insightfully delineated in four textbooks:  

 
Principles of Hospital Accounting, (Chicago:  The Physicians’ Record Company, 1960); 
Hospital Accounting and Financial Management, (Chicago: The Physicians’ Record 

Company, 1964); 
Hospital Financial Accounting – Theory and Practice, (Chicago:  Hospital Financial 

Management Association, 1975, 1987); 
Introduction to Hospital Accounting, (Chicago:  Hospital Financial Management 

Association, 1977, 1988, 1991).  
 
He also coauthored three other texts: 
 

Accounting Theory and Practice – Advanced, (Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Company, 
1961), with Robert Milroy and Robert Walden; 

Introductory Accounting – A Management Approach, (Boston:  Houghton Mifflin 
Company, 1968), with Robert Walden; 
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Introductory Accounting, (New York:  Simon and Schuster, 1973), with Gerald Searfoss.  

 

“In the preface to Hospital Accounting and Financial Management (1964), I 
wrote that the financial management problems of hospitals were becoming 
increasingly numerous and complex!  I pointed to the need for continued 
improvement in hospital accounting practices and for greater utilization of 
accounting data as a basis for effective planning and control of the financial 
affairs of hospital enterprises.   

These remarks hardly surprised anyone in the hospital business at that 
time, but, looking back, I am struck with the sheer magnitude of 
understatement in those observations.” 

 L. Vann Seawell,  
 Hospital Financial Accounting Theory and Practice, 1975 

 
When not in class or writing books, Vann had a deep love for the game of golf.  He was 
reluctantly coerced back into the game of golf in the early 1970s by a fellow faculty member 
and he continued to play the rest of his life.  In the summers and after retirement he often 
played five times a week.  It was during these many golf outings that Vann would share his 
wisdom about professional success and about life in general. He had a wonderful outlook on life 
and it was always a pleasure to golf with him.  He used his love of the game to develop strong 
professional contacts and relationships with public accounting firms and with others in the 
business community.  He was famous for his ability to organize golf outings that greatly 
strengthened the ties between IU accounting faculty and the business community.   

 
Vann is deeply missed by his family, colleagues, and friends.  His office door was always open to 
conversation about sports (golf in particular), politics, and intellectual pursuits.  Lloyd Vann 
Seawell II, truly was a special person. Warm, kind, pensive, and thoughtful are all words that 
aptly describe him. He was an outstanding teacher, an extraordinary mentor, an insightful 
writer, a devoted family man, and a genuine human being.  

 
This resolution is a permanent part of the minutes of the Bloomington Faculty Council and 
copies should be sent to his son, Vann Seawell, in Galena, Ohio, and his half-brother, Joe 
Bagwell in Nebo, North Carolina. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Peggy Hite 
Les Heitger 

Rob Parry 
Kelley School of Business 

 


