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February 2, 2010 
 
 

 
Dear Building Managers,  
 
The IU Office of Sustainability would like to cordially invite you to compete in the pilot program 
for the Academic Building Energy Challenge. The 2010 Energy Challenge will take place  
March 25 – April 22. Contact information is listed below. Please review the rules and regulations 
listed below before responding.  
 
IU Energy Challenge History 
The IU Energy Challenge is an annual competition to conserve water and energy. The 
competition began in 2008 between the residential halls. In 2009, the Greek houses joined the 
competition and this year we will incorporate a pilot program for select academic buildings on 
Indiana University’s campus. 
 
Last year, the ten residence halls combined saved a total of 709,211 Kilowatts of electricity, a 
59% increase over the previous year’s change and 1,120,813 gallons of water, an 83% increase 
over the previous year’s change. Approximately 1,103,532 pounds of avoided CO2 emissions 
and an estimated $42,000 in avoided utility costs resulted from this enormous conservation 
effort. 
 
The Greek house’s combined savings totaled to an outstanding 30,975 kWh of electricity and 
509,475 gallons of water which is equivalent to the amount of water that falls over Niagara Falls 
in 4 seconds. These savings are equivalent to 48,197 pounds of avoided CO2 emissions and an 
estimated $5000 in avoided utility costs for the four weeks of the competition.  
 
How the Competition Works (a bulleted list of the rules and regulations is below) 
The selection of the eight academic buildings being invited to participate in the piloting of the 
Academic Building Energy Challenge was determined based on the completeness, accuracy, and 
availability of electric and water meter readings. A baseline is determined for each utility by 
taking electric and water consumption amounts from March 25 – April 22 of 2006, 2007, and 
2008 and averaging them.  
 
The consumption pattern for each individual building during the Challenge is compared to its 
water and electric baseline average to determine the percentage of consumption decrease for 
each utility. The building with the greatest cumulative percentage decrease compared to its 
baseline wins the Energy Challenge.  
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Important Dates and Contact Information 
• Friday, March 5: Informational event, hosted by the IU Office of Sustainability, 

providing utility conservation strategies for academic buildings 
• Thursday, March 25 – Thursday April, 22, 2010: The Energy Challenge competition will 

take place.  
• Contact Information:   

o Rachel Weeks – reweeks@gmail.com, Academic Building Energy Challenge 
Coordinator for the IU Office of Sustainability 

o For more information, visit the Energy Challenge website at 
energychallenge.indiana.edu. 

 
 

We look forward to another exciting competition this year. On behalf of the Office of 
Sustainability, we thank you for your enthusiasm and vigor throughout this competition.  
 
Best Regards,  
 
Rachel Weeks 
Intern, Office of Sustainability 
Academic Building Energy Challenge Coordinator 
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Academic Building Energy Challenge 2010 Rules and Regulations 
 
How the competition will work: 

• Competition duration: March 25th-April 22nd (4 weeks) 
• Over the course of the four-week competition, participating buildings will compete to 

reduce their electricity and water consumption. Participating buildings include: 
Chemistry, Geological Sciences and Survey, Herman B. Wells Library, Jordan Hall, 
Kelley School of Business – Undergraduate Building, Myers Hall, Simon Hall, and 
SPEA 

• The winning building will show the greatest percent decrease in electricity and water 
consumption against its three-year usage baseline. The winning building will show the 
greatest combined reduction

• To account for the differences in function, efficiency, and student traffic, each building 
will try to reduce its consumption against a baseline of its own electricity and water use 
over the past three years. Thus, participating buildings will not be penalized for factors 
that are beyond their immediate control. 

 of energy and water use.  

• During the competition, IUB’s Physical Plant Utilities Information Group will take meter 
readings twice a week. 

• The official winners of the conservation competition will be announced on Thursday, 
April 22nd. 

 
Rules and Regulations: 

• Participants are encouraged to attend the informational event March 5th and             
review and implement the electricity and water conservation tips to be distributed  

• If changes to a building’s infrastructure (lighting fixtures, faucets, equipment installation, 
etc.) are installed during the duration of the challenge, notification is required.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


