
 

It’s hard to imagine a more 
exciting time of  year than this 
one. Sure, summer is a nice 
break, but now we have the 
joy of  immersing ourselves 

into our l ife’s work—transforming 
students’ lives—with a brand new group of  
students excited about what is to come.  
This year’s group is exceptionally promising 
and eager, as you will hear in our Fall 
Convocation tomorrow.  Let’s go the extra 
mile (or two or three) to show them the 
Kokomojo tha t makes th i s p lace 
exceptional and transformative. • The 
Chronicle of  Higher Education recently 
featured reflections of  award-winning 
teachers. A few of  their thoughts are worth 
keeping in mind as we craft our own 
courses and lessons.  Kirk Doran of  Notre 
Dame wrote that “a teacher needs to forget 
what he knows and think like someone 
who is learning something for the first 
time, piecing together arguments that can 
persuade and guide students who don’t 
already understand a topic intuitively.” 
Mark Lee of  Spelman College said, “As a 
graduate student, I wish I had learned to 
focus my efforts more on students’ learning 
than on my own teaching,” adding that he 
also wished that he had learned to assess 
students’ learning to determine what works. 
As always, I will use this space to share 
thoughts on teaching, research insights, and 
updates on the KEY and other campus 
activities. Thanks for reading Take Five! 

Upcoming Events at IU Kokomo
8/14: Learn & Dine Adjunct Faculty Dinner (5 p.m., KC 130)
8/15: Faculty/Staff Convocation (9 a.m., KC 130)
8/15: New Student Convocation (1:30 p.m., Alumni Hall)
8:16: Faculty-staff Brown Bag (noon, KC 132)
8/16: Nursing Induction Ceremony (6 p.m.,Havens Auditorium)
8/18: Academic Affairs Retreat (9:30 a.m., Northwestern Fieldhouse)

The News in Academic Affairs
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Student Success Corner 

We in the Office of  Student Success and 
Advising (OSSA) welcome all new faculty 
and staff  to IUK! Many of  you know that 
our office is in the last big enrollment push 
of  the cycle, and we appreciate your help in 
reaching out to students who have not 
enrolled. This week, we are offering only 
drop-in 15-minute advising meetings, which 
allow us to serve more students. (Hug an 
advisor today!) :) Thank you! 
-Christina Downey (downeyca@iuk.edu) 

Clockwise from upper left: Summer Bridge students take selfies. A middle-
schooler engages in hands-on learning at Sciences Rocks!, a summer camp 
sponsored by the School of Sciences. The School of Nursing recognizes FNP 
students. New Student Orientation prepares students for success.

• Let’s hear it for our Summer Bridge instructors (Paul Cook, 
Ros Davis, Joann Kaiser, Tara Kingsley, April Mouser, 
Stephanie Pratt, Lacy Ramirez, Karla Stouse, and Michelle 
Westervelt), who, together with Christina Downey, put 
together some powerful experiences to help scores of 
freshmen launch successful college careers.

• Thank you, KEY coordinators, for your work this summer.
• The School of Nursing took the initiative to stage our first 

“White Coat Ceremony” for students in the Family Nurse 
Practitioner track of the MSN program.  Thank you!

Kudos for Kokomojo
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